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CM Kejriwal's direction for Atishi
to hoist national flag invalid: GAD
NEW DELHI : Amid uncertainty
over who will hoist the national
flag during the official Delhi
government function on
Independence Day, the General
Administration Department
(GAD) here said Tuesday Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal, who
is in jail in a corruption case,
cannot authorise minister
Atishi to do so on his behalf.

GAD Minister Gopal Rai
Monday directed the depart-
ment to make arrangements
for Atishi to unfurl the flag as
the chief minister "desires".
Responding to the minister's
communication, GAD addition-
al chief secretary Navin Kumar
Chaudhary said the CM's direc-
tion is "legally invalid and can-
not be acted upon".     The GAD

officer has also said the chief
minister's communication to Lt
Governor V K Saxena on
August 6 in this regard was
"not permissible" according to
the prison rules.

Chaudhary said prepara-
tions for the Independence Day

function of the Delhi govern-
ment was underway at its reg-
ular Chhatrasal Stadium
venue. As the CM in judicial
custody and not available to
hoist the flag, the matter has
been communicated to the
"higher authority" and a

directed is awaited, Chaudhary
said.

Rai had issued his direc-
tions to the GAD on Monday
after a meeting with Kejriwal
in the jail.     In a letter to the
LG last week, Kejriwal said
cabinet minister Atishi would
hoist the national flag in his
place during the Delhi govern-
ment's Independence Day pro-
gramme.     The LG office, how-
ever, maintained that they did
not receive any communication
from the chief minister.      Also,
the Tihar Jail authorities
informed Kejriwal that his let-
ter to Saxena was "an abuse of
privileges" granted to him
under the Delhi Prison Rules
and, therefore, it was not not
sent to the addressee.

NEW DELHI [INDIA] : In a massive
crackdown, the Anti-Corruption
Branch (ACB) of Delhi has uncov-
ered a scam involving fraudulent
GST refunds within the Trade &
Taxes department of the Delhi
Government and arrested a Goods
and Service tax officer along with
six associates.

Seven people were arrested for
allegedly running the racket of fake
invoices and getting GST refunds
from the department. The seven
arrested persons include a GST
officer, three advocates, two trans-
porters, and a fake firm proprietor,
informed ACB.

According to ACB, They created
96 fake firms, which were cunning-
ly used to siphon off tax-
payer money by claiming
fraudulent GST refunds.

Shockingly, refunds
worth rupees 35.51
crore were approved
between 2021 and 2022.
In the first year, only
refunds worth rupees 7
lakh were approved but
later the remaining were
approved.

The GSTO, identified
as Babita Sharma,
played a pivotal role in
this conspiracy. After
being transferred to
Ward No. 22 in July
2021, Sharma, in a high-
ly suspicious move,
swiftly approved the
migration of 53 firms to
her ward. These firms,
which were later found
to be non-existent during
a physical verification by
GST officials, were mere
paper entities, set up
solely to claim bogus
refunds. Within just 2-3
days of filing refund
applications, these

refunds were sanctioned without
the mandatory verification of Input
Tax Credit (ITC), a crucial process
to identify fraudulent claims,
informed ACB.

The fake firms, which suppos-
edly conducted business worth
Rs718 crores, were found to be
engaged in nothing more than a
paper trail of deceit. Some firms
even claimed to export medicines
and medical items, but a closer
inspection revealed that these
transactions were built on forged
purchase bills. It was found that
the same group of offenders oper-
ated 23 out of these 96 fake firms.
Using common email IDs and
mobile numbers

NEW DELHI [INDIA] : Former Delhi
Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia on
Tuesday appreciated his party colleague
and Delhi Education Minister Atishi for
not letting the education revolution stop
in Delhi and praised her for taking steps
to further strengthen it.

The Aam Aadmi party leaders visited
Rajkiya Sarvodaya BAL Vidyalaya in
West Vinod Nagar in the city and inter-
acted with students.

Students also tied Rakhis to Sisodia
and Atishi.

"In the last 17 months, I was missing
my visits to schools, and meeting chil-
dren. I believe that children are a form
of God. Today, I came here with Atishi.
She did not let the conspirators stop the
education revolution and I am very
happy that she has even further
strengthened the education system of
Delhi," Sisodia, who was the former

Education Minister, said while interact-
ing with the reporters.

"I came to know that 20 new schools
have been started. One new sports
school has been started. Such initiatives
have never been taken before. During
my tenure in jail, I used to pray that the
education revolution must not stop," said
Sisodia, who was recently released on
bail after 17 months in connection with
the Delhi excise policy scam.

Earlier on Friday, the Supreme Court
granted bail to Manish Sisodia in the
excise policy irregularities cases. The
order has been delivered by a bench of
justices B R Gavai and K V Viswanathan.
The court also imposed various condi-
tions including surrendering the pass-
port and not influencing witnesses. On
June 4, the top court also gave him the
liberty to revive his prayer afresh after
filing the final charge sheet.

NEW DELHI [INDIA] : New
Delhi [India], August 13 (ANI):
A fresh plea has been filed in
the Supreme Court following
the recent Hindenburg issue as
the petitioner complained of
the Supreme Court Registrar's
alleged refusal to register the
petition and urged the top
court to direct the registry to
register his miscellaneous
application seeking compliance
with the earlier top court's
order.

The fresh plea stated that
due to the recent Hindenburg
controversy, it becomes incum-
bent for SEBI to conclude the
pending investigations and

declare the conclusion of the
investigations.

Advocate Vishal Tiwari has
moved the fresh plea urging to
allow his appeal against the
lodgement order dated August
5, 2024, of the Registrar and to
direct the registry to register
the miscellaneous application.

"Allow the appeal of the
petitioner against the lodge-
ment order dated August 5,
2024, of the Registrar (Judicial
listing) Supreme Court of India
and direct the Registry to regis-
ter the Miscellaneous
Application and list before the
Supreme Court for appropriate
orders," the petitioner urged.

"WE ARE IGNORING

GOVERNOR'S

INDEPENDENCE TEA
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TAMIL NADU

CONGRESS CHIEF

CHENNAI (TAMIL NADU)
[INDIA] : Tamil Nadu
Congress President K
Selvaperunthagai said in
a statement on Tuesday
that they would boycott
the tea party to be hosted
by Governor RN Ravi on
Independence Day at Raj
Bhavan.

"The Governor has
invited (us) to a tea party
on Independence Day.
Thanks for his invitation.
The activities of the gov-
ernors (are) becoming
politically based during
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's regime, which was
not in the last 70 years,"
Selvaperunthagai said.

Slamming the gover-
nor, RN Ravi,
Selvaperunthagai said,
"The activities of the
Governor of Tamil Nadu,
RN Ravi, have been
against the interests of
Tamil Nadu and the gov-
ernment elected by the
people since the day he
took office as the
Governor of Tamil Nadu."

He added, "The
appointment of vice-
chancellors at universi-
ties in the state has been
delayed... Also, it is
unconstitutional for the
Governor to continue in
office even after his
tenure. Therefore, on
behalf of the Tamil Nadu
Congress, we are ignor-
ing the tea party (to be)
given by the Governor."

In February 2024,
Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister MK Stalin
accused Governor RN
Ravi of using the
Assembly for his political
activities.

"Protocol demands
that the Governor
address the House at the
beginning of the session.
The Governor, however,
behaved in a way that
made us believe that he
was using the Assembly
as an extension of his
political activities. Was it
not an act that denigrated
a century-old Assembly?
Was it not an act that
slighted the people of
Tamil Nadu? Was it not
amounting to violating
and denigrating the
Constitution by which he
took the oath of office?"
CM Stalin had said.

NEW DELHI : The Supreme
Court on Tuesday extended
the interim bail granted to
Hyderabad-based business-
man Abhishek Boinpally in a
money laundering case relat-
ed to the alleged Delhi excise
policy scam.     A bench of jus-
tices M M Sundresh and
Aravind Kumar adjourned
the matter for hearing on
October 14 as Additional
Solicitor General S V Raju was
not available.      Senior advo-
cate Kapil Sibal, appearing
for Boinpally, submitted that
the petitioner was arrested in
October 2022 and referred to
AAP leader Manish Sisodia
case while seeking bail for
him.      During the brief hear-
ing, advocate Zoheb Hossain,
appearing for the ED, told the
court that Boinpally has been
out on interim bail owing to
the condition of his wife, who
is suffering from various ail-
ments, since March 6 and
requested the court to hear
the matter in the presence of
ASG.     The apex court then
adjourned the matter as the

ASG was not available while
extending the interim relief.

On March 20, the top
court noted that the business-
man has been in custody for
18 months and directed his
release on interim bail for five
weeks. Since then, Boinpally's
interim bail has been extend-
ed from time to time by the
apex court.

While granting interim
bail, the top court had asked
Boinpally to surrender his
passport and directed him to
not leave the National Capital
Region (NCR) except for a visit
to Hyderabad.      The busi-
nessman has challenged the
July 3, 2023, order of the
Delhi High Court that dis-
missed his petition question-
ing the legality of his arrest in
2022.      The businessman
had contested his arrest
before the high court on the
grounds of non-compliance
with section 19 of the
Prevention of Money
Laundering (PMLA) which
deals with the procedure for
arrests.
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