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worlp Israel building miles-long earthen barrier inside Gaza

Alcohol ban

at stations

Germany's national
railway operator said
Tuesday that it is
banning alcohol
consumption at all
stations on the network
in an effort to improve
security and cleanliness
for employees and
passengers — though
there will be exemptions,
including for station bars
and restaurants.
Deutsche Bahn said
that the ban will be
introduced step-by-step
atall 5,400 stations in
Germany by October 15.
Bans have already been
introduced at 30 stations,
among them in Cologne,
Hamburg and Munich.
Berlin's central and
Gesundbrunnen stations
will follow on September
1, along with some
others, before
the measure is
expanded nationwide.
“We have observed too
often that violence
increases where too
much alcohol flows,”
Deutsche Bahn CEO
Evelyn Palla said in a

statement. (AP)

LEE KEATH/ JULIA FRANKEL
M Cairo

The Israeli military is quietly
but quickly building a giant
earthen barrier separating
the over 50 per cent of the
Gaza Strip it controls from the
rest of the territory, accord-
ing to satellite imagery,
further entrenching the divi-
sion of the tiny Palestinian
enclave.

More than 23 kilometres
have been constructed in
recent months, running
through Palestinian commu-
nities demolished by the mil-
itary. That is equivalent to
more than half the length of
the coastal strip, which is
some 40 kilometres long and
11 kilometres wide, and home
to over 2 million Palestinians.

Residents clear rubble from their homes destroyed during the Israel-Hezbollah war in Ghandouriyeh village,

southern Lebanon on Tuesday

AP

When presented with the
satellite images, Israel’s mil-
itary confirmed to The
Associated Press it has built
a physical barrier in the area
of the so-called yellow line,

the boundary to which Israeli
troops withdrew under the
October ceasefire deal with
Hamas. The line was envi-
sioned in the US-backed
agreement as a temporary

division of the territory
pending a fuller Israeli with-
drawal. But as the truce stag-
nates, it appears lIsrael is
digging in, heightening
Palestinian fears that the line

is morphing into a border.
Neither  US Central
Command, which is tasked
with monitoring the cease-
fire, nor the Board of
Peace, the body led by US
President Donald Trump
meant to eventually oversee
Gaza, would comment on
the barrier.

Along with the barrier, the
military told AP it has devel-
oped a “security zone”
around the line, equipped
with intelligence and techno-
logical assets. It declined to
give details on the route of
the barrier when asked how
far it would be extended. It
said the barrier aimed to
prevent infiltration and
protect Israeli troops and
Israeli communities near
Gaza. Since the ceasefire deal

took hold, Palestinians in
Gaza have feared Israel
would notreturn the area of
Gaza it controls. But few
appear to be aware of the
berms now being built
around them - because of the
danger of even approaching
that area.

A portion of the berm
network in southern Gaza
was extended by more than
2 kilometres in two weeks
this month, according to the
satellite images provided by
Planet Labs PBC.

The berm was about 500
metres long on July 1. By July
15, it was about 2.4 kilometres,
splicing the Israel-controlled
ruins of the city of Rafah from
Muwasi, site of some of the
largest Palestinian tent
camps. (AP)

Iran Interior Minister in Pakistan to rescue collapsed US deal
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An Iranian official began
meetings on Tuesday with
mediators in Pakistan as
diplomats sought to salvage
the collapsed interim deal
between Iran and the United
States, even as both countries
continued to launch attacks
for a 10th day of renewed

fighting.

The visit by Iran’s Interior
Minister Eskandar Momeni
comes as Pakistan has inten-
sified diplomatic efforts in
recent days to resuscitate
the deal. However, it remains
unclear just what new
arrangement could be
reached to end the fighting.

Iran attacked a tanker in
the Strait of Hormuz early

Tuesday, forcing its crew to
abandon the ship, while the
United States conducted yet
another round of airstrikes
targeting the Islamic
Republic.

The 10 consecutive nights
of US airstrikes haven’t com-
pelled Tehran to loosen its
grip on the strait, through
which about a fifth of all
crude oil and natural

gas traded once passed
in peacetime.

The interim deal signed
last month that was meant to
end the fighting has crum-
bled. Shipping through the
Strait of Hormuz has largely
stalled. And as fighting inten-
sifies, both sides have target-
ed civilian infrastructure
relied on by millions of

people.
i

Japan raises
safety concern
over Chinese
destroyer’s

live-fire drills
MARI YAMAGUCHI ® Tokyo

Japan expressed concern
after a Chinese navy
destroyer conducted live-
fire drills off a remote
Japanese island in the
Pacific Ocean on Sunday
during its joint exercise
with Russia, officials said
Tuesday.

The Chinese Luyang IlI-
class guided-missile
destroyer conducted a live-
fire exercise off Japan’s
southernmost island of
Okinotori, hours after the
Japanese navy spotted it
operating alongside two
other Chinese warships
and a Russian frigate, the
Japanese Joint Staff said.

Chief Cabinet Secretary
Minoru Kihara told
reporters Tuesday that his
Government conveyed con-
cerns that the live-fire drills
posed a potential safety
threat to nearby vessels. He
noted that ships near the
area received a notice from
the Chinese warships just
before the drills started.
“We will continue to watch
China-Russia operations
around Japan with concern,
while doing utmost for the
warning and surveillance of
the Japanese airspace and
territorial waters,” Kihara
said.

Japanese Defense
Minister Shinjiro Koizumi, in
a speech Monday in Britain,
said the action underscored
“the deepening military
cooperation between
China and Russia,” as he
also noted China’s ballistic
missile launch from a sub-
marine earlier this month,
and at least 10 joint flights
conducted by Chinese and
Russian bombers around
Japan. (AP)




